Spring 2005

l‘ HISTORV& $10.00
ART association

Trimmer Hill

Biography of a Landmark Home
in Pacific Grove

t:
y J ‘3 y 2 e
.‘ ' 114 4 0 o
> - b N5 i 1, s
v o
b o o X "
- ] T e M
o e 9 3
- - - :
? \ P . b
gy ~ ¥
E : I " -
] - ¥
" PR Ry { i .

ity

Caoll 15ES




"‘ "; Ll:l\‘tl’\ Pl!ill‘l
*Y Lovers Point Park
2 ?

Conr 3
N

7, e o .
4 "@ . R ﬁmonr‘ (S) 2

1 Trimmer Hill and site of earlier Trimmer cottage
2 Charles Tuttle’s pharmacy
3 George Quentel’s house
4 First Ames-Everett residence
5 Sheppa family home
6 Jane Tuttle’s house, where the Fogg family resided
7 Calvin and Marian Everett’s house
8 House built by Bill Swain
9 Bill Swain’s aircraft repair shop
10 Bank of Pacific Grove




Vol. LIV No. 2 Spring 2005

NOTICIAS
del
Puerto de Monterey

Monterey History and Art Association Quarterly

Trimmer Hill

Generations of a Landmark Home
in Pacific Grove

Carol Hastings Mazur

A Piney Paradise
The Vintage House Book

Reviews by Nobel Stockton




ee ] 4.&
- el
-

+

..: T —— —— -~ - e .




Trimmer Hill

1833-1887 The Road to Pacific Grove
1888-1919 Dr. Trimmer and the Banquet Years
1920-1928 Knut Hovden and the Cannery Heyday

1929-1948 The Ames-Everett Family through the
Great Depression and World War I1

1949-1979 A House Divided
1980-2005 Victorian Renaissance
Acknowledgments

Sources

Cover: Dr. and Mrs. Trimmer in the north garden of their Queen Anne
residence in 1893. Tuttle Collection, Pacific Grove Museum of
Natural History.

Opposite: View from the entry hall at Trimmer Hill.

Inside back cover: Helicopter view of Trimmer Hill, 2000.

21

42

43

48

49



1833-1887
The Road to Pacific Grove

Oliver S. Trimmer—who would eventually commission the Pacific
Grove home later known as Trimmer Hill—was born on December 8,
1833 in Niagara County, New York to Francis and Catherine Smith
Trimmer. At an early age, he accompanied his parents to Ashtabula
County, Ohio where he attended the academy at Kingsville. Afterwards,
he taught school for a time and, during vacations, assisted in managing
his father’s lumber business.

In 1858, at the age of twenty-four, Oliver Trimmer began his
medical studies at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor. The
following year, he married Rhoda Benjamin of Astabula County,
seven months his senior. The couple’s two children both died in early
childhood. In 1864, at the age of 30, having just received his M.D.
from the Cleveland Medical College in Ohio, Dr. Trimmer returned
to Ashtabula County, where he practiced in the town of Pierpont for
approximately ten years.

Seeking a milder climate, Dr. and Mrs. Trimmer moved to Salinas,
California in 1873. During their fifteen-year residence in that city,

Dr. Trimmer practiced medicine, served as a member of the town
council, and filled the offices of Monterey County Coroner and public
administrator for a number of years.

Rhoda Benjamin Trimmer Oliver S. Trimmer

.
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Oliver and Rhoda Trimmer’s home in Salinas. Courtesy of Pacific Grove Museum of
Natural History, Tuttle Collection 37.4-801-BP.

Doctor and Mrs. Trimmer in a Cabriolet Carriage. Pacific Grove Museum of Natural
History, Tuttle Collection 20.2-092-APB.



1888-1919
Dr. Trimmer and the Banquet Years

In June of 1888, when Dr. Trimmer was 54 and his wife 55, they
relocated to Pacific Grove, where they built a small cottage in the “First
Addition.” The site they chose at the corner of Sixth and Laurel enjoyed
northward views of Monterey Bay. The initial plan seems to have been
for Dr. Trimmer to go into retirement, but instead he began offering his
services as physician and surgeon to his new community that fall.

In those days, when it was customary for physicians to make house
calls by horse and buggy, Dr. Trimmer’s warmth and compassion soon
became legendary. Inability to pay was reportedly no deterrent to his
ministrations. It was said that he often sent a paying customer to another
physician, thereby freeing himself to come to the aid of a patient without
means.

Dr. Trimmer provided medical services in Pacific Grove for
seventeen years before finally retiring from practice in 1905. Before
and after giving up his medical practice, he held several positions that
contributed greatly to Pacific Grove’s evolution from a summer religious
retreat to a permanent residential community. He was the first mayor of
Pacific Grove and president of the town’s board of trustees from 1889
to 1908. He also served as first president of the Monterey-Pacific Grove
railway system, which operated for over thirty years. (From 1891 to

T

Dr. Trimmer in his wagon with one of his younger patients. Turtle Collection,
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History 26.3-446-PAB.
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Family members gather on the porch of the Trimmer cottage
at Sixth and Laurel in Pacific Grove, circa 1890.
Turtle Collection, Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History 27.2-466-BLP.

Dr. & Mrs. Trimmer in their cottage parlor in 1890. Evidence of their cultivated taste
includes a stereoscope photo viewer (center) and extensive seashell collection (left). Tuttle
Collection, Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History 22.2-135-PI.
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One of the horse-
drawn street cars
that provided
transportation
between Pacific

| Grove and
Monterey. Tuttle
Collection, Pacific
Grove Museum of
Natural History,
19.1-027-AB, 1901.

1903, a horse-drawn streetcar connected the two towns. In 1903, the cars
were rebuilt and the horses replaced by electricity. Twenty years later,
the company was sold, the tracks torn up, and bus service inaugurated.)
When the Bank of Pacific Grove was incorporated in 1903, Dr. Trimmer
was its president. He also served as vice-president of the Bank of
Monterey and member of the board of directors of the first Pacific Grove
Museum Association, established in 1900.

Dr. Trimmer belonged to several fraternal organizations, including
the Ancient Order of United Workmen; Salinas Lodge No. 204 of the
Independent Order of Odd Fellows; Watsonville Commandery No. 22 of
the Knights Templar of the Masonic Order and the related Watsonville
Lodge No. 47, Order of the Eastern Star. Mrs. Trimmer was prominent in
the latter, having organized chapters in San Juan Bautista, Hollister and
Salinas.

In that era, Pacific Grove’s reputation for clean air and a mild
climate prompted many visitors who came to improve their health
to become permanent residents. Charles Tuttle, an established San
Francisco pharmacist, elected to make the move in 1887. The followmg
January, he married Mrs. =
Trimmer’s niece, Emily
Young, and six months after
that, the Trimmers moved to
Pacific Grove.

It wasn’t long before
Dr. Trimmer persuaded
Tuttle to open the town’s
first pharmacy in a one-story
building on Lighthouse
Avenue. At the time, Tuttle
noted, he “could not see a
single house from the front  E==——s —_— —_—
door, there being so many Bank of Pacific Grove. Turtle Collection, Pacific
trees in and around Grove Museum of Natural History, 17.1-551-BP.
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Left: The first pharmacy in Pacific Grove. Right: Expanded Tuttle pharmacy with family
living quarters in the second story addition. Both from Tuttle Collection,
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, 12.0-399-1P; 15.1-002-BP

the business district.” Dr. Trimmer owned the pharmacy until Tuttle
purchased the property in 1893, when he enlarged the building to include
second-story living quarters for his growing family. Taught by Hotel
del Monte photographer C.W.J. Johnson, Tuttle became one of Pacific
Grove's first resident photographers; his many surviving glass plates
include many scenes of outings and occasions shared with the Trimmers.
Dr. Trimmer delivered all three of the Tuttle children: Floyd in
1889, Gladys in 1891, and Winifred in 1893. In 1905, Pacific Grove got
its first telephone line, installed by Dr. Trimmer to connect his home

Charles Tuttle inside his Lighthouse Avenue pharmacy after the 1893 remodel.
C.W.J. Johnson photograph, courtesy of Pat Hathaway, California Views #72-21-02.
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office with Tuttle’s pharmacy.
The town’s first telephone
operator was twelve-year

old Winifred Tuttle, who
eventually left home to study
pharmacology.

In 1893, when gabled
and turretted mansions were
springing up throughout the
Cherub on the half-shell: Charles and Emily ~ région and across the country,

Tuttles' first-born, Flovd. 22.1-130b-P. Doctor and Mrs. Trimmer

decided to to build a grander, Queen
Anne style residence on their property.
Definitive documentation is lacking, but
it is likely that they had their cottage
relocated rather than demolished. The
G.G. Knowles cottage at 220 9" Street,
just three blocks to the west, coincides in
style and date of construction.

The Trimmers’ contractor was
Abraham Lee, a well-known Pacific
Grove builder and mill man who also
rebuilt Charles Tuttle’s home-pharmacy
that same year. Born in Ohio in 1849,
Lee made his home in Pacific Grove for
more than 50 years, passing away there R _
in 1936 at the age of 87. Winnifred Tuitle, age r.w(’.frc’.‘_{ar.\'r

telephone operator in Pacific
Grove. Tuttle Collection, Pacific
Grove Museum of Natural
History, 01.0-058-PI.

the aid of local carpenter-
builder George Quentel, a
neighbor of the Trimmers.
Born in the Santa Cruz
mountains in 1855, Quentel
had moved with his wife to
Pacific Grove in 1888 and

| immediately went to work
building a home for his

Dr. Trimmer, Emily Tuttle holding baby Gladys, family just two doors north

Rhoda Trimmer, Floyd and Charles Tuttle. of the Trimmer cottage.
Tuttle Collection, Pacific Grove Museum of ACCOl’ding to The Grove at
Natural History, 18.1-574-PB. the Tide from August 21,
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1931, “The Trimmer mansion was
without a doubt the most pretentious
residence built in the early days and
for many years continued to be a show
place. Mr. Quentel always took pride
in the fact that he helped build it.”
Three chimneys, five gables and
a turret graced the roof line. The first
story was clad in horizontal siding
made from clear heart-cut redwood,
the second story in redwood shingles
of two decorative patterns.The
grand entry featured a covered front
porch framed by a latticed archway.
Balustrades carved in the “Eastlake”
manner flanked the steps leading to
4 P:lll".of carved redwood doors inset Dr. mnwr, Winnifred Tuttle, Rhoda
W!{h tiny panes of beveled glass. Bay Trimmer (seated), Emily and Gladys
windows with leaded and jeweled glass  unie(graduate), and friend. Turle
panels, parquet and hardwood floors, Collection, Pacific Grove Museum of
Victorian light fixtures, and Natural History, 18.1-573-PB.

Dr. Trimmer, Emily Tuttle, the Trimmers' Japanese servant Kimmi Kangelo,
and Rhoda Trimmer at the dining room table. Tuttle Collection,
Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History, 07.0-322-PI.
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tooled elephant-hide wainscotting in the
dining room graced the interior. All of these
features have endured to the present day,
and many of them can be discerned in the
1893 cover photo.

In 1906, Dr. and Mrs. Trimmer hired
Mary Pierce Stuntz as their housekeeper.
Born in Pleasant Valley, Pennsylvania
in 1870, Mary was one of eight children.
She spent her teenage years in a two-story
Victorian called “The Abode of Peace.”
Prior to coming to Pacific Grove, she taught
school at several locations in Pennsylvania.

The same year that Mary arrived, her
sister and brother-in-law, Nina and Oswald
Sheppa, also moved to Pacific Grove from
Suisun, California with their two daughters, —. )

Caroline Louise and Margo. The Sheppfis Mary Stuntz, housekeeper for the
purchased A. M. Aggelar’s grocery business " Yrvimmers: 1908,
on Lighthouse Avenue.

Mary Stuntz enjoyed sharing friends and social activities with her
relations. While housekeeper at Trimmer Hill, she gave a tour of the
mansion to Margo, her 10-year old niece, and Margo’s friend Bessie
Everett. Bessie would have occasion to remember that tour two decades
later, when she became fifth in the sequence of Trimmer Hill owners.

On December 1, 1907, Rhoda Trimmer died at the age of 74
after a six-month illness. A private funeral was held on December 6"
at Trimmer Hill, and her body was then transported to Cypress Lawn
cemetery in San Francisco, where her ashes were interred.

In the second year of his widowhood, Dr. Trimmer and his nephew-
in-law Charles Tuttle took a pleasure excursion to Mexico City. Mary
Stuntz stayed on at Trimmer Hill as housekeeper. On June 8, 1909,
eighteen months after Rhoda’s death, Dr. Trimmer took Mary as his
second wife. He was 75 years old at the time and she was 38. After their
San Francisco wedding, the couple boarded a commercial boat

Top row: The Stuntz family of Pennsylvania; “The Abode of Peace,” built in 1884,
with father Ezra Stuntz at right.

Second row: Mary Stuntz with her students at Kingsley School, Pennsylvania; and at
Pont School, Pennsylvania in 1895.

Third row: Mary Stuntz with members of her literary club; with the teaching staff at
the Jefferson Street School in Warren, Pennsylvania.

Bottom row: Caroline Louise Sheppa; Mary's sister Nina Stuntz Sheppa in center
with husband Oswald and an unidentified friend, in the side garden of the Sheppa’s
home at 109 16™ Street, Pacific Grove; Margo Sheppa, friend of Bessie Everett.
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for Seattle, where they took in
the Yukon Exposition before
continuing on to Alaska. After
two weeks of rest and repacking
at home, they continued their
sightseeing excursions, traveling
by train to the Grand Canyon and
Salt Lake City.

Caroline Louise Sheppa, the elder of
Mary’s two nieces, noted in her diary that
her family often visited the doctor and Aunt
Mary in their grand Victorian home. In 1913,
Caroline painted a charming sketch of the
Trimmers on the back of the wooden sign that
had hung outside the mansion to identify the
medical practice.

While visiting the Panama Pacific
Exposition at San Francisco, Dr. Trimmer
collapsed. He was admitted to Lane Hospital,
but his San Francisco physicians felt that
he would benefit from the more restful
atmosphere of home. He died of heart failure
at Trimmer Hill on July 4, 1915, at the age of
81. In addition to his
bride of six years, he left
two sisters: Mrs. Nancy
Hodkins of Coneaut, Ohio
and Mrs. A. E. Whitney
of Sedalia, Missouri. The
Pacific Grove Masons
officiated at the funeral, held
at Trimmer Hill on July 6.
The body was subsequently
transported to Cypress Lawn
cemetery in San Francisco,
where Dr. Trimmer’s ashes
were laid to rest alongside
those of the first Mrs.
Trimmer.

After living alone
at Trimmer Hill for four
years, Mary Stuntz Trimmer
married the prominent Santa
Cruz banker Frederick
Douglas Baldwin in April




Above: Yosemite campsite of the Trimmers and the Sheppas.

Opposite, top: front of Dr. Trimmer's wooden sign; back of Dr. Trimmer’s sign as
painted by Caroline Sheppa. (In 2002, her daughter, Joanne Lathrop, graciously
returned this sign to Trimmer Hill.)

Opposite, bottom: Dr. Oliver Trimmer, circa 1906.

Below: Dr. Trimmer in his coffin, July 5, 1916. Tuttle Collection, Pacific Grove
Museum of Natural History, 15.2-010-PL.




of 1919. The groom was 66 years
old; the bride 48. Mary moved into
Baldwin’s beautiful Locust Street
mansion, built in 1908, selling
Trimmer Hill the following year.

As Mrs. Baldwin, she became
well known locally for her civic and
patriotic interests, as well as her
passion for collecting books, period
clothing, and heirlooms. She donated
a complete set of early watercolors
of the California Missions to the
Monterey Historical Society and
delighted in dressing herself and her
husband in costumes from colonial
days, often in connection with
functions organized by the Santa
Cruz chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution, where she
served as regent. Living out the rest
of her long life at the Santa Cruz
address, Mary passed away there on
Sunday, March 26, 1961 at the age of
90, after twenty years of widowhood.
She 1s buried at El Carmelo cemetery
in Pacific Grove.

Mary Stuntz Trimmer dressed for her
wedding to Frederick Baldwin
of Santa Cruz.

3 = Santa Cruz banker
The Baldwin home at 455 Locust Street, Santa Cruz; Frederick Douglas

2003 photograph by the author. Baldwin.
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Top left: Mary Baldwin in 1930, dressed for a play staged by the
Daughters of the American Revolution, with a “Coats” girl at her side.
Top right: Mary and Frederick Baldwin in costume.

Bottom: Mary Baldwin in a family heriloom dress from 1838.
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1920-1928
Knut Hovden and the Cannery Heyday

On July 3, 1920, Knut Hovden, widely known as the Sardine King
of Cannery Row, purchased Trimmer Hill from Mary Trimmer Baldwin.
The founding owner of Hovden Cannery Company, was born in Norway
on January 3, 1880. Acquainted with fish canning operations in his
homeland, he originally emigrated to Chicago, where he found work with
Booth Fisheries. Frank Booth relocated Hovden first to San Francisco
and then, in 1906, to Monterey, where he employed him as manager of
the Booth Cannery adjacent to Fishermen’s Wharf.

Hovden is remembered for his inventive genius but, according to
maritime historian Tim Thomas, his strength was as a visionary who
encouraged innovation. While he was supervising the Booth plant, one of
his engineers invented the first mechanized solderer for sealing sardine
cans, which until then had been laboriously fastened by hand. Hovden
also experimented with new packing methods that eventually superceded
Booth’s practice of cooking sardines in peanut oil.

Hovden is best remembered for introducing the purse seiner to
Monterey Bay. This huge sardine net, a quarter of a mile long and
flexible enough to stretch the equivalent of several stories deep, can be
gathered at both ends like a purse, trapping a huge catch in its folds.
Hovden introduced this labor-saving technology in response to a
fishermen’s strike. Predictably, the purse seiner transformed the local
industry by requiring larger, more expensive boats along with more
elaborate off-loading equipment. Eventually, the number of
purse seiners in Monterey Bay climbed to
eighty-four, displacing the smaller boats
with their lampara nets. Hovden was also
associated with the introduction of sardine
hoppers (large wooden bins located about
500 yards offshore, where the catch could /
be unloaded and piped to the canneries)
as well as commercial dryers and other
innovations that both responded to and
fueled the industry’s expansion.

Hovden managed the Booth plant
until beginning construction on his own
cannery in 1915, Located at the western
end of Cannery Row, the Hovden
Cannery Company opened a year later, on
July 7, 1916. Like all the other Monterey
canneries, Hovden’s prospered during Knut Hovden, courtesy of Pat Hathaway,
World War I, when the threat of German California Views.
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The Booth Cannery (circled) was adjacent to Fishermen's Wharf; City officials later
insisted that subsequent canning operations be located at a greater distance from town,
leading to the development of New Monterey's Cannery Row. Photograph by Ted McKay,

March 1938, courtesy of Pat Hathaway, California Views #83-06-05.

submaries closed east coast fisheries and Monterey’s large, inexpensive,
protein-packed pilchards were in high demand as a war ration. Hovden’s
Portola Brand sardines took grand prizes at San Francisco’s Panama
Pacific Exposition in 1915 and again at the 1927 Paris International
Exposition.

There were risks to the business, even in boom times. During the
eight years that Knut, his wife Marie, and their sons Allan and Norman
lived at Trimmer Hill, the cannery was destroyed twice by fire—in
1921 and again in 1924. Both times, Hovden used the catastrophe as
an opportunity to expand and modernize his operation, maintaining his
dominance of the world’s largest sardine-packing industry with a string
of secondary plants from Canada to Mexico.

The Hovdens sold Trimmer Hill in 1928. Ten years later, they
divorced. Knut Hovden’s second wife, Gladys, passed away in 1946,
and he retired five years later, after forty-five years in the business,
having been a key player in the rise, apogee and demise of a legendary
industry with a worldwide clientele. In 1953, reportedly as a means of
evading of the Internal Revenue Service, the remarried Hovden relocated
to Guadalajara, Mexico. On Sunday, March 26, 1961, he died there at
the age of eighty-one. By an uncanny coincidence, his Trimmer Hill
predecessor, Mary Stuntz Trimmer Baldwin, passed away the same day.
Their obituaries appeared on the same page of the Monterey Herald,
Hovden'’s described him as “a man who outlasted his era.”

The obituary-writer’s dismissiveness was unwarranted. Hovden
Cannery, the last functioning cannery on the Row, continued to operate
until 1973. Its site is now occupied by another highly successful venture,
the Monterey Bay Acquarium. Although Hovden’s cannery burned to the
ground for a third time before construction could begin on the
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Acquarium, the outline of his plant lives on in the exterior shape and
design of one of California’s most famous tourist attractions.

In 1925, after the plant’s second reconstruction, Hovden had come
up with the bright idea of a bond issue to fund the establishment of an
aquarium in the Monterey community. He roused enough community
enthusiasm to get the issue on the ballot, but the bond failed; the
visionary Hovden was sixty years ahead of his time. According to Tim
Thomas, Hovden’s boss F.E. Booth had been seventy-five years ahead of
the curve, having floated a similar proposal to an unresponsive public in
1910.

RODUCTS CORP.

Hovden Cannery in the mid-1940s, site of the Monterey Bay Acquarium.
Fred W. Harbick photograph, courtesy of Pat Hathaway, California Views #76-06-02.
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1929-1948
The Ames-Everett Family
through the Great Depression and World War 11

On December 4, 1928, the Hovdens transferred Trimmer Hill’s
deed to J. R. Riley. But times were difficult, and after just fifteen months,
the property went into foreclosure. Another fifteen months would go by
before Bessie Frances Everett became the fifth titleholder of Trimmer
Hill on May 27, 1931.

The story of the Everetts is best told by going back to the Ames
family of northern New England. Lizzie Jane Ames, later known as Betty
Everett, was born in Maine in 1866. Her father, Paul Ames, fathered
additional children with a second wife. Siblings and half-siblings all
grew up together on the family farm near Waterville.

Paul Ames (1819-1896)
of Waterville, Maine.

Jane Ames
(1829-1895),
second wife of

Paul Ames.

Lizzie Jane
Ames, later
Betty Everett.

Rose Ames,\ 3
Betty'’s sister. \
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In 1885, nineteen-year-old Betty came west to visit her half-
brothers, one of whom had a dairy farm in Smith Valley, Nevada. While
traveling extensively through Nevada and California, she met her future
husband, Frank Everett, a house painter, in San Francisco in 1886. Betty
returned to Maine, where she was expected to take over management of
the family farm, but she and Frank kept in touch by letter. In 1894, eight
years after their first meeting, they were married in Frank’s home state of
Ohio. The newlyweds promptly moved to Nevada, where Frank, inspired
by the mining interests of Betty’s half-brothers, trained and worked as a
miner.

Betty Ames Everett and husband Frank at Smith Valley, Nevada in 1889.
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The always energetic Betty grew tired of the long, lonely waits in
primitive desert rooming houses. Seeking a more civilized place to set
up the household, she eventually settled on Pacific Grove. Even though
Frank visited whenever he could, Betty found herself alone for many
months at a stretch, so she wrote to her sister Rose, five years her junior,
inviting her to come West. The pair ended up living together for most of
their long lives.

On August 31, 1896, in a San Francisco “lying-in” place for the
well-to-do, Betty gave birth to Bessie Frances Everett. Soon after
the birth, Frank went back to the Nevada mines while mother, infant
daughter, and aunt Rose returned to Pacific Grove. Some time later,
Betty, with sister and daughter in tow, rejoined Frank in a Nevada
mining camp called Delphi, where the couple’s second child, Hope Joy
Everett, was born on November 7, 1901.

Right: Bessie Frances
Everett (later Bessie Wood)
circa 1900.

Bottom right: Mining camp
at Delphi, Nevada where
Hope Everett was born in

1901.

Below: Hope Joy Everett
(later Hope Swain) in 1903
at two years of age.



In 1903, when Bessie was about seven, Betty was advised that
Nevada’s altitude was dangerous for her daughter’s possible heart
condition. This danger, combined with the lack of proper schools in
Nevada, prompted Betty to move back to Pacific Grove. Initially, the
family, including Frank, lodged at El Carmelo Hotel. By 1904, when
Bessie turned eight, the age her mother considered appropriate for
beginning formal education, Betty had built a house for the family at 688
Laurel Avenue. Once she had settled her daughters there under the care
of their Aunt Rose, she rejoined her husband in Nevada.

Above: 688 Laurel Avenue,
where Bessie and Hope
Everett lived while attending
primary school; 2003
photograph by the author.

Top right: from left to right,
Bessie, Hope and friend
Bessie Monroe at 688 Laurel
Avenue in 1905.

Middle row: Hope Everett
with pet rabbit Sherman

in December 1913; Hope
practices violin at the Laurel
Avenue house.

Bottom: The Everert family in
Pacific Grove in 1911; from
left to right, Betty, Hope,
Bessie and Frank.




Some years later, again weary of mining camp life and of missing
out on her daughters’ upbringing, Betty decided to seek a permanent
place for the entire family closer to where Frank was mining. The
ranch she purchased near Placerville had a good house, established
orchards, and acreage with a view of the American River, where gold
had been discovered in 1848. Betty moved her sister Rose, fifteen-year
old Bessie and ten-year old Hope to the home she named Glen Eden.
Not long afterwards, she invited her nephew Carroll Ames to come out
from Maine to help her run the ranch. Carroll later built a house on the
property for himself and his bride; he named it Oak Wild.

Bessie and Hope returned to the Monterey Peninsula to attend
Pacific Grove High School, where Hope spent a year as “sub-freshman”™
and Bessie graduated in 1917 as valedictorian and student body
president. Bessie went on to normal school in San Jose and Berkeley
before returning to Glen Eden to teach in a one-room schoolhouse at
nearby Springvale. Hope graduated from Placerville High School, then
went on to study nursing in San Francisco. In 1922, Bessie returned to
the Monterey Peninsula to teach at Walter Colton Elementary School.
Except for one year, as explained below, she continued teaching in the
Monterey school system until 1935; in widowhood, she would return for
several more pre-retirement years.

Right: Bessie Everett while /‘f‘

attending Pacific Grove High

School; costumed for the senior
play, “Cicily,” in 1917.

Below: Hope Everett, second
from right, with her Pacific
Grove High School “sub-
[freshman” class in 1917.



In 1924, after sparks from a chimney ignited a fire that burned Glen
Eden to the ground, Betty, Frank, Rose and Hope moved into Carroll
Ames’ Oak Wild. The Everetts were not alone in their troubles. Their
friend and neighbor Charles Emmerson Fogg was also facing a crisis,
having just lost his wife to an infection occasioned by the delivery of
their fourth child. Betty urged Charles and his four children—Art, Ruth,
Charles Hanney and the infant Fred—to move into the Oak Wild house,
where the little ones could be looked after as long as necessary while
their father worked.

The Fogg children were not the only temporarily homeless kids at
Oak Wild; they joined Frank’s nephews, Calvin and Ritchie Everett, who
had also recently lost their mother. Ritchie eventually returned to his
maternal relatives, but Calvin stayed on with his Aunt Betty and Uncle
Frank until he finished high school. He made his career in the Navy and
married one of Bessie’s teaching colleagues, Marian MacLaughlin, in
1937. After World War 11, when Calvin retired, they would make their
home at 387 Laurel Avenue, just a few short blocks from Trimmer Hill.

Growing up in a combined family back on the farm in Maine
must have helped prepare Betty and Rose for accomodating all these
youngsters at Oak Wild. With Betty as head cook and Rose taking on
the other duties, the kitchen operated from sunup to sundown. The house
also welcomed a constant stream of visitors, including many of Bessie's
teaching colleagues, who visited during school breaks. When Frank was
home, he regailed one and all with tales of his mining adventures.

One 1927 visit was particularly memorable. Hope, who had been
working as a nurse in San Francisco, appeared unannounced with her
brand new husband. She had met the tall airplane pilot just six weeks
before. At the time, Bill Swain was the only mechanic at Mills Field,
which would later become the San Francisco International Airport. Their
unconventional ceremony included a North Bay flight for the wedding
party of four. The flight garnered even more attention than expected

W, 0" > — : -
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“Oak Wild,” the ]mme’"ﬂ}al Betty's nephew Carroll Ames built on the Everett ranch near
Placerville; Hope Everett at Oak Wild with Fred Fogg in 1925.
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Above: Calvin and Marian MacLaughlin Everetis’
house at 387 Laurel Avenue, west of Trimmer Hill. ; ;
Right: Cousin Calvin Everett on the steps of Trimmer " Rk -
Hill with Bill Swain, circa 1945. w/ y =ﬁ ",
L4 iy T 2
when, due to water in the gas line, the pilot made a forced landing in a
field near Stockton.

Another frequent guest at Oak Wild was Mrs. Craig, wife of a
wealthy businessman, who had a habit of reiterating her access to
unlimited amounts of cash. Betty had been “incubating™ a notion to

A — N s o 0o
Hope Everett Swain, center, on her wedding day, December 14, 1927, with groom Bill
Swain beside her, best man Lt. Col. Harry Abbot below, and bridesmaid Mary Erickson.
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Current Floor Plan (approximates original) E

14

MAIN LEVEL

BATH

3. KITCHEN
BEDRM / DEN Z
o BUTLER
cLs |__J PANTRY
FP
BACK PARLOR/ BINE .
LIVING ROOM i
FOYER l TURRET
FRONT PARLOR gz
.-

A -
I - 13
T

LOFT
is

UPRPER LEVEL

- BEDRM
PFAMILY
ROOM

23"
LAUNDRY BEDROOM
I 22
ar 18"
BATH
BATH
- g = i &

17

a I

10 SITTING
®ATH HASTER AREA
BEDAM

LOWER LEVEL

29"
BATH ~
KIiT
BEORM
an
11
DARK
ROOM
1’
\Vg 2
PURNACE
- ROOM
STORRGE

=28



1981 Floor Plan (with 7 apartments) 3
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Left to right; Fred,
Charles and Ruth
Fogg at the Oak
Wild chicken ranch.

expand Oak Wild into one of the biggest chicken ranches in the state.
She had already convinced Bill Swain to give up his job at Mills Field
so he and Hope could pitch in on the project. Even Bessie had agreed to
take a break from her teaching position in Monterey to join the effort.
With borrowed capital from Mrs. Craig, Betty built four enormous
chicken houses with all the latest features.

At its peak, Oak Wild had as many as 25.000-30,000 Leghorns
laying thousands of eggs each day. Just when things were humming
along nicely, the stock market
crash of October 1929 ushered in
the Great Depression, and Betty
saw her egg ranch business go
bust while still owning Mr. and
Mrs. Craig a fortune. Later that
same month, her husband Frank’s
“routine” gallbladder surgery left
her a widow.

When the bereft Betty missed
a payment to the Craigs, Mr. Craig
decided to call in the entire loan.
Everyone knew that would be
the end of the ranch. Mrs. Craig,
apparently feeling some qualms
about her role in the matter,
arranged to transfer title of a
house she owned in Sacramento to
Betty's daughter Bessie. >y N e

Bessie resumed her teaching Wi <
job in Monterey, taking her mother Hope Everett Swain at the chicken ranch.
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