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More About History And Art Association 

We will continue today to tell the history of the 
Monterey History and Art Association from its beginning 
in 1931 until the present. Most of the annual reports 
are signed “Col. Roger S. Fitch, U.S.A., president, M.H. 
and A. Ass’n.” 

During the year 1932 most of the historical spots in 
Monterey were registered by the director the 
Department of Natural Resources in co-operation with 
the State Chamber of Commerce. Three directors, Mrs. 
R. Douglas Morrison, Mrs. Sidney Fish and Miss Maria 
Antonio Field subscribed $150 toward supplying 
suitable markers. Eleven markers were eventually 
obtained and placed. The markers were designed by 
W.O. Raiguel. 

During the year several valuable gifts were made to the 
association. The fine painting “Vespers” by Armin 
Hansen was presented by an anonymous donor. The 
painting now hangs over the fireplace at the Old 
Custom House. Mr. Alfred M. Bender of San Francisco 
gave a collection of 144 items, including many first 
editions, rare prints, and manuscripts of California 
writers who lived in Monterey and most of whom are 
no longer alive. He also gave many examples of find 
printing and book-craft as well as the painting “Still Life” 
by Anne Bremer. All these items are in the Monterey 
Public Library as a loan collection from the association. 

The same anonymous donor gave a valuable Spanish 
ceramic vase, Mr. A. Sabater presented an old side 
saddle and an ancient parchment book “Description del 
Escorial” was the gift of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Snyd-
Kynnersley. All these items are in the collection at the 
Custom House. 

That year the art committee sponsored a showing of 
good art at the schools for a month or so at a time, and 
often the artist went to talk to the students. Among the 
artists who took part in the program were: E. Charlton 
Fortune, Arthur Hill Gilbert, Armin Hansen, Jo Mora and 
William Ritschel. 

Upon the request of the California Historical Society for 
appropriate photographs of Carmel, Monterey and the 
missions, for exhibition in the museum established at 
the birthplace of Junipero Serra at Petra on the Island of 
Mallorca, the association joined the cities of Carmel and 

Monterey in obtaining and forwarding three artistic 
photographs. 

Four new markers in addition to the initial eleven, were 
placed in 1932 and included the Old Custom House, The 
First Theatre, San Carlos Church and Colton Hall, 
according to Colonel Fitchs’ third annual report. During 
that year the First Theatre had been painted both inside 
and out by the State Park Commission and Mrs. Jane 
Todd superintended the removal and restoration of the 
trellises and roses. 

The consul-general of Spain, the Mexican consul, the 
mayors of the nearby-cities and Monterey, and the 
descendants of old-time Monterey families were guests 
of the Association at the Merienda in Memory Garden 
on June 3rd celebrating Monterey’s birthday. That year 
S.F.B. Morse, Allen Griffin, Carmel Martin and Colonel 
Fitch were made members of “Old Monterey 
Preservation Committee.” The primary duty was to 
meet with the city council and the trustees of Few 
Memorial in the endeavor to insure the erection of the 
Few Memorial on a site that would enhance the old-
time atmosphere of Monterey. The committee was 
informed on November 15th that the building must be 
built on city owned Colton Hall – Friendly Plaza square. 
If not on Friendly Plaza site, the Brown adobe would or 
must be torn down in order to afford a proper setting 
for the memorial. The committee objected to both 
plans and insisted that the only possible site in that 
entire area was the rose garden (formerly at the corner 
of Madison and Dutra streets) and that the Brown 
adobe could and should fit into the picture. The roses 
were moved to the lot next to the library, the Few 
Memorial was built with the Brown adobe as a 
delightful part of the whole. 

Due to the unemployment situation, the initiative of 
R.M. Dorton, the city manager, and the insistence and 
cooperative action of the History and Art Association, 
the French Consulate, which formerly was located on 
Fremont street near Abrego was moved (adobe brick by 
brick) and restored on an appropriate site at the foot of 
Franklin street in El Estero Park. It is now the 
headquarters for the Monterey Girl Scouts. 

Had the association done nothing else in the three years 
of existence, than to contribute to materially to the 
happy solution of these two problem, it would have 
fully justified its creation and its existence. 


