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Among the Firemen 

Excerpts from the blotter and minute book of Monterey 
Hose Company No. 1 were still interesting on February 
2, 1891, when the committee appointed by the foreman 
was authorized to procure Desk No 105 ½ in a catalog 
for $50. 

The contract for printing was awarded to W. Kay. It was 
moved, seconded and carried to obtain two pedestals 
and two platforms for the foreman and first assistant, 
to be placed at either end of the room. Morales and 
Feliz were elected to membership. It was moved that 
the committee obtain four spittoons for the “benefit of 
the tobacco chewers” and that the limit of amount (for 
the two pedestals, two platforms and the four 
spittoons), be $20. Motion lost and secretary instructed 
to strike out that part of the motion that applies to 
cuspidors and after some discussion it was moved to 
adjourn. Carried. 

On March 2, 1891 J.A. Girardin was the foreman and the 
desk committee reported by having the desk in the 
room. The secretary was instructed at the meeting on 
June 1 to purchase enough gloves to supply all 
members before the July 4 celebration. 

An invitation to participate in the July celebration was 
accepted from the Watsonville Fire Department. A 
recess was called to discuss helmets and a committee 
appointed to procure suitable helmets for the company 
– 18 in number. On July 6 the committee reported that 
helmets could not be obtained on time. Friedman 
turned over to the company 12 rosettes and four stars 
and J.H. Smith reported that he had a rosette. A bill for 
$2.40 for gloves for the company was paid. 

Again on April 4 the matter of procuring cuspidors, with 
the number raised to six, and in addition to the 
platforms and pedestals, a chair for the presiding officer 
– limit to $20 – was ordered. It was also moved and 
carried that the company procure new uniforms before 
July 4. A bill for the cuspidors, costing $2.50 was 
presented by W.E. Parker at the May 2 meeting, but 
there was no report on the other items or on the 
uniforms. By June 6 a chair had been procured for $5 
and a vote of thanks was extended to Toothacer and 
Whitcomb for putting in the platforms. 

On October 8, November 6 and December 4, 1893, the 
committee reported continual progress on the pedestal 
situation. 

On April 4, 1894 the Monterey Hose Company No. 1 
moved to donate $10 to Hose Company No. 2, and in 
May they moved, seconded and carried a motion to 
donate $8 to each member toward uniforms. At the 
latter meeting Ed Pidge was elected captain of a 
running team for July 4. 

Members were asked to hand in their red shirts and 
caps to the foreman as soon as possible that they might 
be used by the band. At a special meeting on June 13, 
1894, a bill from the White House for $230.00 “for new 
suits” was ordered paid. On January 7, 1895, the 
members voted that Mr. W.E. Parker’s uniform be paid 
for from the treasury. The book ends without a notation 
regarding the pedestals, as we presume they were 
never installed. 

This little story of early Monterey could be entitled “A 
Wish Granted.” My informant has named the subject 
for the sketch Ismael Majares. He must have had as 
ancestor some bold buccaneer of the Spanish Main, for 
his whole desire was to go to sea. But to really become 
a sailor was too strenuous a task for one of a manana 
frame of mind. So Ismael did not even go fishing, but 
continued to look down upon the blue waters of 
Monterey Bay from his little home on the hill, and long 
to go to sea. 

So years passed and Ismael died. There was no money 
for a funeral, but he had to be buried, so a coffin was 
hastily and rudely constructed for him. It was a season 
of heavy rains and as the coffin with the mortal remains 
of Ismael was taken down the hill in a wagon loaned by 
a kind neighbor, it was necessary to pass the lagoon 
before reaching the graveyard. The road was covered 
with water pouring down the gulch, and the wagon, 
striking an unexpected hole, jolted the coffin and Ismael 
into the water. The coffin was not constructed to 
endure such rough treatment, and at once went to 
pieces, leaving Ismael to float out upon the waters of 
the lagoon, and on out to the water of the bay. And 
thus his wish was granted, and Ismael went to sea. 


