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Another Birthday 

The Monterey History and Art Assn. was formed on Jan. 
19, 1931 at a gathering of about 40 interested 
individuals residing on the Monterey Peninsula. One 
year later, according to Col. Roger S. Fitch, the 
president, the membership had grown to 128. 

The first Merienda to celebrate Monterey’s birthday 
was held on June 3, 1931, in Memory Garden, thanks to 
the courtesy of the Misses Lee, Margaret and Vida 
Jacks. On June 3rd, 1932, the 162nd anniversary of the 
founding of Monterey, was observed in the Bali Room 
of Hotel Del Monte. In contrast of prices of today we 
will quote from the announcements sent out from the 
secretary: “Cost of the dinner and dancing - $1.50 per 
person.” 

Dr. John P. Sandholdt was the mayor of Monterey that 
year. He broadcast the following proclamation: 
“Tomorrow Old Monterey will witness the 162nd 
anniversary of her founding by Fray Junipero Serra and 
gallant Gaspar de Portola, two of the most dramatic 
figures in American history, the pueblo growing up from 
a mission of San Carlos de Borromeo and the Presidio of 
Monterey. 

“It is well for us who are so fortunate as to live in the 
community that was the historic center of the 
Californias from 1770 to the discovery of gold, to pause 
and reflect upon the romance and peace and plenty of 
the youth time of Monterey, and upon the fact that the 
scenes of the dramatic beginnings of the state are our 
precious heritage. It is my desire as mayor that the 
citizens of Monterey display their flags tomorrow in 
honor of the anniversary of her founding.” 

A reporter in 1932 wrote of the Del Monte History and 
Art Assn’s observance of the 162nd birthday as “an event 
which reaffirmed its individual and collective affection 
for Old Monterey. It recalled genial Governor Borica’s 
verdict of Monterey in 1794, writing home his joy in ‘the 
fine climate, the society of the capital, the abundance of 
wine of the Rhine, of madeira, and of Oporto, of the 
good bread, beef, fish, and other good eatables.’ 

The report of the party goes on to relate: “The dinner in 
the Ball room, though decoratively a far cry from the 
colonial period, gaily expressed the Hispanic period in 

its music and dances, though of course, there was music 
for today’s senoritas and the caballeros. There were no 
speeches. 

“A number of descendants of the dons whose grants 
covered what is now Monterey County, were present, 
including Mrs. Francis Bolenda Davis of Tres Pinos, who 
as the beautiful Dulce Bolado – granddaughter of Don 
Jose and Dona Josefa Abrego – was the toast of 
California in the ‘nineties.” The late Mrs. Davis’ 
grandfather was the builder and owner of the historic 
adobe at the corner of Abrego and Webster street in 
Monterey and there her mother resided as a girl. 

The story continues: “Mrs. Martha Cooper-Hughes, 
whose family holdings around Monterey go back over a 
hundred years, was also among the guests. Don Juan 
Cooper, her husband’s ancestor, came to Monterey in 
1823, and not long after married the daughter of 
Ignacio Vallejo, whose father came with Portola, and 
built the ‘Molera’ house at Munras and Polk streets, 
which is still owned by Miss Frances Molera of San 
Francisco.” 

“Among other interesting personages to hold court at 
the birthday dinner party will be Mrs. M.M. Gragg and 
her sister-in-law, Mrs. Ross Sargent” our reporter 
observed, “both of whom were great belles in Monterey 
in the days of bustles and basques, daughter of U.S. 
Senator Sargent. What other community can assemble 
so many representatives of old California as the old 
Capital?” 

The 163rd birthday of Monterey on June 3, 1933, was 
again held in Memory Garden and was a real fiesta. 
There was open house at the Larkin House and the Old 
Custom House, and evening procession of the fishing 
fleet, illuminated with thousands of gaily colored lights, 
and a long list of other attractions. There was a sunset 
ceremony at 5 o’clock beside the Serra Monument on 
Presidio Hill and special services at the Royal Presidio 
Chapel and Carmel Mission. 

Miss Engracia Enriqueta Freyer of San Francisco, 
descendant of Don Esteban Munras, was present as “La 
Favorita.” A typical Spanish beauty, Miss Freyer was the 
daughter of Captain Frank Barrows Freyer, USN., 
according to the report of the event in 1933. 


