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Covered With Money 

There once stood an old two-story adobe on the corner 
of Jefferson and Pacific streets in Monterey where The 
Herald building now stands. Remnants of the old chalk 
rock wall which surrounded the home were still to be 
seen on the Pacific street side when I arrived in 
Monterey in 1925. 

James McKinley, who was credited with the building of 
the home, married Carmen Amesti, and later became 
resident-owner of the Amesti adobe on Polk street. 
According to Dr. Aubrey Neasham, the building at 
Jefferson and Pacific was constructed of part wood and 
part rock with a mixture of adobe, about 1835. 

The building became the meeting place of the Masonic 
Lodge from the time of its organization until it moved to 
the LaPorte building at the south end of Alvarado street, 
a building which had been the official headquarters of 
Governor Alvarado during his term of office. 

The Monterey newspaper of Jan. 25, 1907, reported 
that an old gentleman literally covered with money was 
found sleeping in the then deserted adobe by an Officer 
Birks. He gave his name as Alfred Nafus and seemed 
half-starved. After being taken to the jail he was asked if 
he had any money. He produced $2.40 in silver but 
when a search was made a coin belt was revealed in 
which he had a $100 bill. As the jailer turned the key in 
the door, the old man called him back and said he had 
some money he wanted to entrust to his care. 

Nafus removed one shoe and produced another $100 
bill from between the sole of his foot and the sock. The 
other shoe was the hiding place for two $100 bills, a $20 
and $5 bill. In all $427 was produced. 

The clipping was saved through the years by Mrs. Millie 
Birks, along with a picture of the building. 


