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The Old French House 

There is a long, narrow wooden sign which hangs above 
the front doors of the Stevenson House on Houston 
street bearing the name “Stevenson House” and under 
the paint one can still see another name; “French 
Hotel.” 

This old sign commemorates the Frenchman who 
purchased the property on Houston street in 1856 and 
in the 1860s remodeled it to accommodate stores on 
the first floor. He also should be honored for developing 
the use of paving. In an early newspaper of 1864 we 
learn that he was complimented for being the first to 
discover a way of using the whalebone and he was 
laying sidewalks in front of his new stores. 

Jean Girardin, a Frenchman, moved from France to 
Mexico with his wife and baby daughter. His wife died 
and he later married Manuela Perez, a daughter of 
Mexico. They had one child born in Mexico, Cristina, 
before he decided to settle in California. 

He sent his wife and baby daughter by boat to 
Monterey and he himself came from Mazatlán by land 
with a pack train of mules laden with goods. He had 
heard of Monterey and intended to open a general 
merchandise store here. 

When he arrived in 1849 it was to find Monterey an 
almost deserted town due to the Gold Rush. There was 
no business and practically no population to which to 
sell goods. He was interested primarily in business and 
therefore did not go to the gold fields. To make a living 
he started a teaming business with his mules. Mules 
were scarce and were in great demand for hauling 
freight. 

Girardin prospered, both in business and in family. By 
1856 he purchased the adobe on Houston street, then 
known as Merchants’ Row. He also purchased property 
on Pearl street which was rented for business, and 
acquired property on Alvarado street which he later 
developed into a business site for his sons. Seven 
children were born to Jean Girardin his wife in 
Monterey, Cristina, the daughter born in Mexico, 
married Valentine Gigling, for whom the former Gigling 
Reservation (Fort Ord) was named. 

Jesus Agustin, the first child born in Monterey in 1849, 
married Rufina Boyd. He was established in business on 

Alvarado street with his younger brother, Luis. The two 
brothers also were interested in the development of the 
town a served as members of Monterey Hose Co. No. 1, 
when our only fire protection was by volunteers. 

Clementine Girardin married Dr. J. Heintz of Monterey, 
and they became the grandparents of Gregory Teaby. 
When Robert Louis Stevenson became ill in Monterey, 
Dr. Heintz found him and took him home (the Malarin 
Adobe on Alvarado street) where Mrs. Heintz nursed 
him for several days. 

Adelaide Girardin, daughter of Jesus, was married to the 
Late Wade Hayes, a Monterey merchant, and they 
became the parents of Mrs. William Stahl, whose 
daughter was La Favorita at the Merienda a few years 
ago. Another daughter, Caroline, lived with her nephew, 
Mr. Gigling in San Francisco until her death. 

Unlike many of the early businessmen in California, Jean 
Girardin believed in banking and therefore he invested 
his funds in San Francisco banks instead of burying it, as 
many did. Monterey had no banks. 

Because of the hazards of travel, and the many 
robberies committed, he took certain precautions. His 
wife made him a very fine vest with many small pockets 
inside—each pocket just large enough to hold a $50 
gold piece. When he had accumulated several hundred 
dollars he and his wife would state they were going to 
San Francisco for a visit. They used to drive by carriage 
to Gilroy (through Watsonville) and there catch the 
train. The railroad was then being built and did not 
reach Salinas until some years had passed. 

Mr. and Mrs. Girardin would stay at the French Hotel in 
San Francisco, eat at a favorite restaurant, and Girardin 
would deposit his money in either the French bank or 
the German Savings at 12 per cent interest. 

When Jean Girardin died in Monterey in 1879, he 
owned several pieces of business property in Monterey 
and also had large accounts in San Francisco banks. 


