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Santa Clara Ranchos 

“Santa Clara County Ranchos” is the title of a handsome 
book published in a limited edition of 300 copies, by 
Clyde Arbuckle, San Jose city historian. The cartography 
and illustrations are by Ralph Rambo, who has a whole 
string of books of reminiscences to his credit. 

Theron Fox, chairman of the San Jose Landmarks 
Commission and proprietor of the Harian-Young Press, 
points out in a foreword that the history of the old 
ranchos is surrounded by romance and fantasy which 
have to be sifted out to get the facts. For instance the 
term “Spanish land grant” is often used, whereas 90 
percent of the ranchos must be termed Mexican grants. 

In his introduction, Arbuckle views the scene as it is 
today and then asks readers to imagine the valley as it 
appeared 1846 when groves of oaks carpeted vast 
expanses of level terrain in every direction. Venerable 
sycamores and willows marked water-courses and 
swampy areas. Deer, elk, bear and other wild animals 
mingled with herds of long horned cattle…” 

Arbuckle lists 3 ranchos in alphabetical order, from 
Argua California to Yerba Buena. 

To sample the style of the book, here is one of the 
descriptions, which appears opposite a photograph of 
Justo Larios: 

“Los Capitancillos  (Lohs Cah-pee-tahn-see”-yohs) “The 
Little Captains,” a name that Spanish Californians 
applied (probably epithetically) to Indians of that 
region. Sometimes called Canada de Los Capitancilllos, 
this ranch covered 4,470.15 acres granted by Governor 
Alvarado to Justo Larios in 1842. Its boundaries 
enclosed most of the New Almaden quicksilver workings 
and all of those of the Guadalupe mine. At least twenty 
noteworthy adverse claimants struggled for it surface 
and mineral wealth between 1850 and 1861, carrying 
their contest to the highest courts of the land. Even 
after the United Sates patented 3,360.48 acres to 
Charles Fossat in 1865, and 1109.67 acres to the 
Guadalupe Mining Company in 1871, litigation 
continued. The Guadalupe’s owners could boast no 
secure title to their holdings until the sixth decade of 
the 20th Century.” 


